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Difference Between Controller and RestController
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Below is a table of differences between controller and restcontroller.

Aspect @Controller @RestController
) . . i A convenience annotation that is itself
Annotation A stereotype annotation used in Spring MVC .
annotated with @Controller and
Type to define a controller component.

@ResponseBody.

Primarily used for traditional web applications | Used for building RESTful web services,
Purpose

to return a view. returning data in JSON or XML format.

Requires @ResponseBody annotation on the | Automatically serializes return objects to
ResponseBody | method to serialize the return object to the the HTTP response body because it

HTTP response body. includes @ResponseBody.

Supports view resolution, allowing for . . .
View . . . . Does not support view resolution. Designed

3 returning a view name which will be resolved i .

Resolution i to return data directly to the client.

by a ViewResolver.

Suited for applications that return HTML or Suited for API development where the
Use Case

JSP pages. response is data (e.g., JSON, XML).

Can produce any type of content, including o
Primarily produces JSON or XML

responses.

Content Type HTML, but requires explicit annotation to
return data as JSON or XML.

You have to manually add @ResponseBody Automatically handles and includes
Headers for it to include relevant headers indicating the | headers indicating the type of response
type of response. (e.g., application/json).





